Vaccinating your cat
Please discuss your personnel cats vaccination status and requirements with your veterinary surgeon

.

What diseases should my cat be vaccinated against for it to be able to stay in
Lovaton Boarding Cattery?
1.

Feline panleucopenia

Feline panleucopenia virus (also known as feline parvovirus or feline infectious enteritis) is a severe and frequently
fatal cause of haemorrhagic gastroenteritis. Outbreaks of infection with this virus are common and a high proportion
of affected cats can die.
Vaccination against this virus is highly effective and has a critical role in protecting cats against infection, especially as
the virus is highly contagious. The virus can also survive for long periods in the environment so vaccination is the only
real way to protect cats.
2.

Feline herpes virus and eline calicivirus

Vaccines for feline herpes virus (FHV-1) and feline calicivirus (FCV) are always combined, as these two viruses together
are the main causes of upper respiratory tract infections in cats (cat flu).
Affected cats typically show sneezing, nasal discharge, conjunctivitis, eye discharge, and mouth ulcers. Clinical signs
vary from mild to extremely severe, and occasionally other complications may develop including viral pneumonia.
With FHV-1, even after the initial signs subside, most cats will remain permanently infected with the virus and some
go on to develop recurrent eye infections or other signs.
The viruses are often transmitted by direct or close contact between cats (eg, in sneezed droplets), but they may also
survive for short periods in the environment.
Both of these viruses are universal in cat populations, and because infection is so common, and can often be quite
severe (especially in younger cats), vaccination is considered important for all cats. Although vaccination does not
always prevent infection with these viruses, it will help greatly in reducing the severity of disease if a vaccinated cat
does become infected.

How frequently should my cat be vaccinated?
All kittens should receive their core vaccinations, and any others that are agreed between you and your vet. The initial
vaccine course is often started at 8-9 weeks of age, with a second injection 3-4 weeks later.
A first booster vaccination should be given 12 months later to ensure a good level of continuing protection and
annually thereafter.
Please discuss your requirements with your veterinary surgeon.

